Acute phase response in the horse: plasma protein changes associated with adjuvant induced inflammation.
The induction of an acute phase response in four horses by adjuvant administration was used to examine the effect on the levels of plasma proteins. Blood parameters (packed cell volume, total plasma protein, red blood cell count, haemoglobin concentration) were monitored to follow the progress of the acute phase response in parallel with the examination of plasma proteins. Plasma protein levels were determined by densitometry from the electrophoretic patterns of three different gel systems. Haptoglobin and alpha 1 B glycoprotein were shown to be positive acute phase reactants whereas albumin was a negative acute phase reactant. Plasma esterase and proteins of the Pi system did not change following the experimental inflammation.